THE PATH OF EMPIRE

small-minded statesmen it seemed that the situation
called for conquest. No nation was willing to be
late at the division, if division it was to be; while
if China was to awake, the European powers felt
that she should awake shackled. By no one was
this latter view so clearly held as by the Kaiser.
With his accustomed versatility, he designed a
cartoon showing the European powers, armed
and with Germania in the forefront, confronting the
yellow peril. On sending his troops to China in
1900, he told them to imitate the methods of the
Huns, in order to strike lasting terror to the hearts
of the yellow race. By such means he sought to
direct attention to the menace of the Barbarian,
when he was himself first stating that doctrine of
Teutonic frightfulness which has proved, in our day
at least, to be the real world peril.

It was Japan who had exposed the weakness of
the giant, but her victory had been so easy that
her own strength was as yet untested. Japan had
come of age in 1894 when, following the example of
Great Britain, the various powers had released her
from the obligation of exterritoriality imposed upon
her by treaties when their subjects were unwill-
ing to trust themselves to her courts. It was still
uncertain, however, whether the assumption of